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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript Service Sunday 21.11.21; Christ the King B 

Ed. 21.11.21 

Introduction: Nicol 

 

Introduction and Welcome 
Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 Today is Christ the King Sunday, and we think about the huge difference between 

Pilate’s understanding of kingship and authority and Jesus’s ideas about these things. 

 

First, in a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, 
and know the presence of God among us. 

Pause 

 

Gathering Prayer: 

God of gods and King of kings, as we seek to know more of your truth, 

speak to us by your Word and your Spirit. 

Help us to see Jesus, and to hear his voice – not only today, but every day, 
and for the glory of your kingdom. 

In his name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Call to worship: 

We come today to acknowledge Christ as King. 

He is the face of God revealed in human form. 
Let us keep our eyes fixed on him: 

King Jesus – the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Let us worship God: 

 

1st. Hymn 129 The Lord is King! Lift up thy voice 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Let us Pray: 

King of kings and Lord of lords, you are our God. 

Before time began, you were. 

Your voice is louder than the roars of the oceans; 

you are more powerful than the crashing waves of the sea; 

you are forever, and forever, and forever; 
you were; you are, you will be. 

 

God of mystery and magnificence, 

you are great beyond our imagining, 

beyond our dreams and visions and wildest hopes. 

You are in us and with us, among us and around us, 
our God, our king of all creation. 

 

And yet, O Lord our mighty God, 

in sorrow we acknowledge that we have heard, but not always listened, to you: 

we have seen need, and closed our eyes to it; closed our ears to cries for help. 

We have known your truth, but we have been deluded by lies and falsehood. 
Yet we give thanks that, through Jesus Christ, the slate is wiped clean, and we live as 

forgiven people. 

 

Our God and king, 

for the vastness of your being, we offer thanks and praise. 

For your promise to be with us always, 
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for the giving of your truth, for your voice that calls us, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Our God and king, 

we give you thanks and praise for the life of Jesus,  

for the indwelling of your Holy Spirit, 

for the promise of your kingdom, and for the promise of your eternal welcome, 
O Lord. our God and king: 

we give you thanks and praise. 

All our prayers we bring to you in Jesus’ name, 

and in his words we pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
Readings:  Maureen will read for us today. 

1st Reading: Revelation 1: 4b-8 (NRSVA) 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, 

priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

    every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 
    and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

 

So it is to be. Amen. 

 

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty. 

Amen. 
 

2nd Reading: John 18:33-37 (NRSVA) 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the 

King of the Jews?’  Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 

me?’  Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I?  Your own nation and the chief priests have 

handed you over to me.  What have you done?’  Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from 
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 

from being handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’  Pilate asked 

him, ‘So you are a king?’  Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king.  For this I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth 

listens to my voice.’ 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 

2nd. Hymn 459 Crown him with many crowns 

 

Message: 

Today’s reading from St. John’s gospel maybe reminds us of some of the things going on in 

our world today.  John shows us some of the worst features of human nature, especially self-
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interest and hypocrisy, all set in the context of a nasty power struggle between the Jewish 

religious and political establishment and the might of Rome, and between the kingdoms of 

this world and the kingdom of God.  He invites us to think about the kingdoms and powers 

that compete against one another in the world that we know, where we try to live as 

Christians. 

 
There are three major players: the Jewish establishment; the Roman Governor, and Jesus.   

Jesus has challenged the religious establishment, the Jewish status quo, and they are 

determined to kill him.  Legally they have no right to put anyone to death, so they have to 

bring Jesus to Pilate before he can be crucified.  Right away we see breath-taking hypocrisy.  

When they take Jesus to Pilate’s headquarters, they refuse to go in, because to do so would 

have made them ritually unclean, and unable to eat the Passover, so Pilate has to come out 
to them.  Meticulous observance of their ceremonial law, and at the same time, hounding the 

Son of God to the cross! 

 

There are parallels in our own day – there are churches where the details of furnishings and 

vestments and ceremonial procedures are managed with obsessive care, but where the spirit 

of love and fellowship seems to be forgotten. 

 
Pilate, the Roman governor, has his own interests uppermost in his mind too.  He’s fed up 

with these pestilential Jews and all their squabbles.  He despises them, has never tried to 

understand them, or their religion, and he has no real interest in their affairs.  Now here they 

are again trying to persuade him to take their side in some complicated religious dispute.  

Pilate would have loved to send them packing, but he had to be careful.  They had already 

got him into trouble with his superiors, resulting in a reprimand from the Emperor himself, 
and they might do it again. 

 

All Pilate wanted was a quiet life enjoying his luxurious lifestyle until it was time to collect his 

gold watch and retire to his place in the country.  But his jacket was on a shoogly nail.  One 

more mistake and he would find himself the equivalent of a traffic warden on North 

Ronaldsay. 
 

As the representative of Rome, Pilate’s primary concern is to remind Jerusalem where the 

real power lies, and now he has one major, legitimate concern.  He has to decide whether 

this prisoner poses a threat to him, and through him, to Rome.  In assessing this, Pilate is 

prosecutor, judge and jury.   

 

From the outset, it’s clear to him that this man standing before him poses no threat.  
Exhausted; dirty; his clothes torn: cut; bruised; bleeding.  Yet he has a certain bearing.  

Presence.  Dignity.  He has been presented to Pilate as ‘The King of the Jews’ by the priests 

who, shortly afterwards, with hypocrisy that must have made him blink, assure Pilate, “We 

have no king but Caesar”.  This from the people who, throughout their history, had insisted 

that God alone was their king.  Now they are prepared to abandon their basic principles in 

order to eliminate Jesus.   Here is a festering hatred that came to a head in a maddened mob 
of frenzied fanatics, shrieking “Crucify”: a hatred that cast aside all principles, all notions of 

mercy, all sense of proportion, all justice, even God. 

 

Pilate asks Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews."  In effect, "Do you plead guilty or not guilty 

to sedition?" 

The original Greek can be taken as a statement as well as a question.  The difference is in the 
inflexion of the voice.  “You – are the King of the Jews?”  You can almost hear the repeated 

“You??” 

 

Jesus turns the question back on him: 

"Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" (v. 34). 

Is this a Roman accusation, or have others got you to do their dirty work? 
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Pilate admits it: 

“I am not a Jew, am I?  Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.  

What have you done?” 

 

No, Pilate is not a Jew, but he is being manipulated by the Jews, taken over by them.  His 

instinct is to take one course, but he is under pressure to take another. 
 

Pilate is right in understanding Jesus to mean that he is the King of the Jews.  Jesus’s words, 

“My kingdom is not from this world” are about the kingdom’s location, not about its character.  

It’s not a kingdom that advances by violence. 

Jesus’s purpose in coming into the world is revelation, not revolution.  He is a different kind 

of king. 
 

In our times of “fake news” and alternative facts, it is refreshing to hear Jesus proclaim that 

he came into the world to testify to the truth, the basic truth that God is love, and loves the 

world he created so much that he sent his own Son to save it.  Those who belong to the truth 

pay attention to his words, he says.  His kingdom is established among us when people listen, 

and honestly respond, to his truth. 

 
Then and there Pilate himself had the chance to listen and to respond.  As he looked at Jesus 

that day, I wonder if Pilate saw something he had missed in life, maybe sensed the possibility 

of a new beginning, but didn’t have the courage to defy the world, to step out from his past, 

and to stand with Christ. 

 

No.  Pilate pounces on the word ‘king’.  Kings and queens, as we know them, are 
constitutional monarchs, directed by parliament, and with very little real power.  In Pilate’s 

time they were absolute monarchs, who ruled by force, and could do as they liked, so the 

word ‘king’ meant a challenge to Pilate’s personal power and security, and to the authority of 

Rome.  From here on, he is not really listening to what Jesus has to say, not interested in 

hearing his explanation of what his kingship means: 

"My kingdom is not from this world.  If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not 

from here." (18:36). 

 

Instead, Pilate hears the voices of those calling for Jesus’s death.  The voices of political 

expediency.  Pilate lives in an illusion of power, but ultimately the power does not rest with 

him.  As he sits there in judgement over Jesus, he begins to realise that he is the one who is 

being judged.  Pilate, not Jesus, is on trial. 
 

Perhaps some of us have not quite made up our minds about Jesus Christ.  Perhaps we are 

not yet fully committed; maybe we want to consider: to ask a few more questions, just to be 

sure.  Or maybe we are Christians when things are going well, but full of doubts in the 

difficult times. 

 
Do we forget that we are the ones on trial? 

“I came into the world to testify to the truth,” Jesus says.  Do we listen to his voice?  Do we 

belong to the truth?  Where do you look and listen for truth in words and deeds that will 

inspire what you do? 

 

Then – some difficult stuff.  What does Jesus mean by saying, “My kingdom is not from this 
world”?  Does he mean that the kingdom of God is about heaven, not about earth?  Or about 

the future, not the present?  Or about the inward life, not the exterior? 

 

Jesus does make his meaning clear.  In effect, he is saying: 

“Listen, Pilate, the difference between the kingdom of Rome and the kingdom of God is that 

your kingdom is based on, and supported by, and defended by violence, and mine is not.  My 
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followers would not, could not, ever fight or resort to violence, not even to free me from 

you.” 

 

Jesus’s kingdom, the kingdom of God, means a complete replacement of the accepted pattern 

of government by violence with a new kingdom based on love and mercy and compassion and 

inclusiveness.  For Jesus, being king of all means being servant of all.  Being a loving servant 
isn’t about doing great things but about having an eye for the lowest and the least. 

 

Jesus is not just asking for a change of regime: he is proclaiming the coming of an entirely 

different way of being in relationship with God and in relationship with one another.  It is 

through acknowledging that God is the supreme authority, and by living the values 

personified in Jesus, that we begin to glimpse the kingdom of God here on earth. 
 

The kingdom of God opens up wherever people choose to live under the authority of God.  We 

have a choice.  Jesus said: “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."  Jesus 

spent his life testifying to the truth and majesty of God and God's works.  God's people are 

called to witness in word, and in life, to the way of justice, peace and hope, that is the reign 

of God. 

 
Somebody has said: 

“Before we can pray: Lord, thy kingdom come, we must be willing to pray, my kingdom go.”    

 

I started by mentioning a power struggle.  Do you have a power struggle?  Do you support 

the kingdoms of this world or the kingdom of God?  Are you torn between following the ways 

of the world and following the example of Jesus?  Can you let your kingdom go? 
 

These are questions to ask ourselves, and keep on asking, as we journey through Advent. 

 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria; to God alone be glory. 

 

3rd. Hymn 470 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 

Choir 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

Lord God, 

We bring our gifts to you, with cheerfulness and a joyful heart.  

Grant that, with our gifts, we may also offer a ready mind and a willing spirit  
to show forth in our lives the truth of the gospel;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

God of mercy and of might, 

we pray for the powerful and for the powerless of our world. 

We think of all those who have authority and influence over others. 
Grant them wisdom, integrity and compassion in making decisions, and in every action. 

May they not be tempted to manipulate truth to retain power. 

 

We pray for all who are exploited or abused by people in positions of power: 

those excluded or rejected; 

millions of refugees fleeing from oppression; 
those whose hopes are destroyed; 

all who live in fear of those with power over them; 

people robbed of their freedom for challenging injustice. 

Help us to stand by the powerless; 

teach us to use our influence for good, 

to promote justice and truth, and to defend the weak. 
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We pray for all who suffer in any way: 

for those laid low by the tyranny of disease, 

especially all who suffer because of Covid, 

and all rendered helpless by poverty and disadvantage. 

 

We pray for our church, in this place and in the world.  
With confidence, may we share your truths that we have learned, 

and, in humility, seek out the truths we have yet to learn, 

that we may be always open to truth, and eager for wisdom. 

 

We pray for one another, and for ourselves,  

as, in a few moments of silence we bring to you those we carry in our hearts and minds 
today. 

 

Pause 

 

Inspire us anew to work in your service to hasten the time when your kingdom will come, and 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  We ask this in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our King.  Amen. 
 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk: 

‘A Brutal Year’ by the Canadian engineer, Anglican priest and author, Mark Whittall: 

 

What is going on in the world?  It is a question many of us are asking.  I can't tell you how 

many people have come up to me during the past month to tell me how angry they are or 
how saddened they are or how perplexed they are by what's going on.  We respond with 

rage, we respond with depression.  And sometimes we wonder, where is God in the midst of 

all this? 

And yet, in our rage and in our sadness and in our confusion, in the midst of emotions 

that so often can isolate us, Jesus calls us to gather together to pray.  We must cry to God 

and pray for peace and justice and security.  Jesus promises us that God is listening and will 
respond. 

Sometimes we'll be called to be part of that response.  Sometimes I think that we 

focus so much on what needs to be done that we miss the most important part of the 

promise that Jesus makes.  It is the promise of presence.  The promise of a God who chose to 

come into this world to be present as a human being, Emmanuel, God with us.  The promise 

of a God who raised Jesus from the dead so that he might be with us always, to the end of 

time.  The promise of a God who sends his Spirit to be our advocate.  There is power in 
presence, a power we too often miss, or dismiss in our habitual rushing around to get things 

done. 

Whenever and wherever people gather in Jesus' name, he is in their midst comforting, 

encouraging, holding our hands. 

- in Seasons of the Spirit; (slightly edited). 

 
4th. Hymn 449 Rejoice! the Lord is king 

 

Sending out and Blessing: 

As you go from this place, 

stay safe in the way of Christ our King. 

Be assured of his presence with you, for you belong to him. 
Look for his truth in all places, listen for his voice, 

and in his power live your lives in his service. 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always.  Amen. 


